
1 Corinthians Discussion Questions:

Ice Breaker: When choosing up sides for teams in school, were you chosen first, last, or somewhere in the middle? How did 
this make you feel? 

Paul’s letter to the Corinthian believers addressed various problems in the church:
 • Problems with unity (chapters 1-4) 
 • Problems with sin (5-6) 
 • Problems with divorce (7) 
 • Problems with disputes over doctrine (8-10) 
 • Problems with spirituality (12-14) 
 • Problems with resurrection (15)

When people become Christians, they don’t at the same moment become nice. For some reason this seems to be surpris-
ing but salvation doesn’t automatically download Christian Manners 101.

The Corinthian people loved to party. They were unruly and sexually promiscuous. Paul won many of them to Christ. Now 
their messy lifestyles moved into the church where the Holy Spirit would begin the gradual but steady process of making 
them more like Jesus.

Discussion Questions:
 1. Ask those who are willing to share briefly their salvation story.
 2. Share a time when you were spiritually immature about a situation and how you made progress through it. 
 
Paul addresses issues with the Corinthian believers but doesn’t disown them or condemn them. He takes them by the hand 
and rehearses the foundational truths of Christ over and over again. He probably started the conversation from the begin-
ning, “So do you believe? Will you behave?” His writing does reveal an interesting progression of maturity from infants to 
fathers.

1 Cor 3:1-3 Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly   mere infants in Christ.  I gave you milk, not solid 
food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready.  You are still worldly…. acting like mere men?

Infants live a selfish and demanding existence. Paul was correcting these infantile attitudes. An infant’s needs are the only 
needs the infant is aware of in life. Infants participate in ministry as long as you keep them happy.

1 Cor 4:15-16 Even though you have ten thousand teachers in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I be-
came your father through the gospel. Therefore I urge you to imitate me. (NIV)

Discussion Questions:
 3. What are the different characteristics found in spiritual infancy and spiritual fatherhood?
 4. About which characteristics in yourself would you be willing to say to others, “Imitate me”? Why?

Parents live a sacrificial and loving existence for the sake of others. When our two girls were young I would be needing 
sleep in middle of night. There were times they would be needing to throw up at the same time. I would wake up to catch 
the throw up lessening the mess I’d be cleaning up later after putting them back to bed.

This beautiful progression of spiritual maturity from infancy to fathering flows beautifully into the famous love chapter 1 Cor-
inthians 13. Love really is patient and kind as we consider the needs of others. Our greatest problem is that we have to get 
our focus off the needs of ourselves to get our focus on the needs of others. This is why Jesus taught us to die to ourselves 
and deny ourselves. (see ‘Going Deeper’ for more info)

Discussion Questions:
 5. What are some benefits of being consistently in God’s Word? 
  What of these benefits have you personally experienced?
 6. What are the challenges you have faced to being consistently in God’s Word? 
  How will you more effectively conquer those challenges over this next week?

Purpose to be inconvenienced to get into God’s Word, spend time in prayer and be involved in the lives of others.

GP4RL: #TurnThePage, spend time listening to God and make a daily difference for others this week.


