
2 Corinthians: Jesus our Confidence
DISCUSSION GUIDE

Icebreaker:  If you are at a friend’s or relative’s house for dinner and you find a dead bug in your salad, what would 
you do?

The Corinthian Christians gave their pastor more trouble than all his other churches put together. Churches have 
people so churches have problems. These Corinthian believers were accusing Paul of being inconsistent and having 
wrong motives.

2 Corinthians 1:17-18 Was I vacillating when I wanted to do this? Do I make my plans according to the flesh, ready to 
say “Yes, yes” and “No, no” at the same time? 18 As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been Yes and No. 
ESV

As soon as you step forward to lead, people notice you - much like a bull’s eye target sometimes.

Claire A. Murray “The problem with being a leader is that you’re never sure if you’re being followed or chased.”

Discussion Questions: 
  - Share a time you were serving in a leadership role (Parenting, coaching, managing, teaching, etc.) and were 
accused of being inconsistent or having wrong motives. Is there a time you have been in charge of a group, event, or 
individuals (adults or children) and had a hard time getting them to follow directions? 
      - How did that make you feel?

Max Lucado “You can never lead the orchestra until you turn your back on the crowd.”

Other people’s opinions don’t have to become your reality.

Discussion Question: 
    - Has there been a time you didn’t follow the direction of someone in a leadership role over you? 
  - How do you biblically respond to someone you disagree with in leadership?

Romans 2:11 …God pays no attention to what others say about you. He makes up his own mind. MSG

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 Therefore we do not lose heart…For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an 
eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what 
is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. NIV

Discussion Question: 
  - Understand that the way you felt in an area in which you were given responsibility and were not able get 
others to listen or follow your direction is how others have felt when we are set in our own perspective. How can we 
show the love of Christ more effectively when we disagree with someone in a leadership role - either a boss, cowork-
er over a project, or an area of ministry we are involved in?

Your temporal situation should be affected by your eternal point of view.

Psalm 123:1 To You I lift up my eyes, O You who are enthroned in the heavens! (NASB)

2017: LOVE IS OUR SOURCE: Love is the force that causes our lives and our world to flourish.

God’s purposes for you are more powerful than other people’s opinion of you.

Discussion Question:
   - Who have you pointed fingers at or made accusations against that you need to make amends to this week 
for allowing your temporal situation to affect your eternal point of view?
  - How can we change our perspective to remain focused on God’s eternal point of view?

GP4RL: Reflect on and post verses from this message every day this week.


