
RIGHTEOUSNESS & PEACE
DISCUSSION GUIDE

DISCUSSION QUESTION:
 1. Describe somebody you believe to be a very good person. 
  How much does God love you compared to them and why do you feel that way?

Eph 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. NIV

If you believe good behavior justifies you then you walk in pride. If you believe your bad behavior disqualifies 
you then you walk in condemnation. Salvation through Christ isn’t about being good or being right. Salvation is 
about being righteous, in fact it is about being the very righteousness of God.

2 Cor 5:21  God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God.  (NIV)

The Message Bible says it this way - 2 Cor 5:20-21  We’re Christ’s representatives. God uses us to persuade 
men and women to drop their differences and enter into God’s work of making things right between them. We’re 
speaking for Christ himself now: Become friends with God; he’s already a friend with you.  How? you say. In 
Christ. God put the wrong on him who never did anything wrong, so we could be put right with God.  (Message)

The devil wants to immobilize the mind and emotions of every believer.  His best work happens with believers 
who do not know they are righteous making them easy prey!  People who don’t know they have been made 
“righteous” tend to habitually walk in condemnation.  

DISCUSSION QUESTION:
 2. Think of a time when you did something you know you shouldn’t have in life. No need to mention 
  the mistake you made but share how it affected your peace of mind and possibly relationships in 
  your life.

He throws lying accusations that penetrate their minds and make them feel like they are failures.  

To become a Roman soldier was not something taken lightly.  It was with great pride that a soldier assumed this 
powerful position of carrying out the orders of the Roman Empire.  The authority held by the soldier had few lim-
itations.  When one assumed this position he was extremely proud and confident in his accomplishment.

The enemy has victimized many to the point that they can no longer pray with confidence.  He has convinced 
others that they will never be good enough to be used by God.  But the Word of God tells us in verse 14 to stand 
up, throw our shoulders back and hold our head up high as we walk tall like all proud and victorious soldiers 
walk.

Paul says, “Stand therefore...”  “stand” in the Greek is a word that means to “stand upright.”  It is the image of 
one who is so confident that he is holding his head up high, with his shoulders thrown back.  

This is the posture we should take in our stand against the enemy.  Our confidence isn’t in us but that we are 
clothed with Christ in the power of His might taking our stand.



As Roman soldiers walked in their breastplates, something incredible would begin to happen.  When you rub 
two pieces of metal against each other for a long time, they begin to add a lustre to each other.  When the 
Roman soldier walked around with his breastplate on; those smaller, scale-like pieces of metal would rub up 
against each other causing each piece to have a beautiful shine.  The beauty of the soldiers breastplate was 
enhanced by using it and walking in it.  A whole legion of Roman soldiers walking toward the enemy in the sun-
shine would produce an awesome glare which would hinder the enemy.  The breastplate is not only a defensive 
weapon but also an offensive weapon.  

The cross of Christ will cover anything you’re willing to uncover.  

DISCUSSION QUESTION:
 3. What are some reasons we tend to avoid immediately coming before God when we sin?

Spiritually mature people are those who have learned to lessen the time between sin and repentance.

Take some time to reflect on all Jesus has done for us. Consider receiving communion together, thanking God 
for the sacrifice of Christ that makes us righteous.


