
PHILEMON: JESUS OUR LIBERATOR
DISCUSSION GUIDE

A slave named Onesimus had escaped from Philemon. He ran away to Rome and somehow came into contact 
with Paul, who led him to faith in Jesus. Paul wrote a personal letter to Philemon sending Onesimus to him.

Some have argued against the Bible saying it promotes slavery. The Bible never endorses slavery but it does 
focus constantly on promoting the attitude of serving, loving and giving no matter what your circumstances may 
be. 

Paul had explained the gospel to Philemon and had witnessed the profound result: new life blossoming in a 
once-dead heart (Philemon 1:19). Paul knew that conversion is nothing to trifle with, but that it should be hon-
ored and fostered.

So Paul made a request. He wanted Philemon to forgive Onesimus, to accept the slave as a brother in Christ, 
and to consider sending Onesimus back to Paul, as the apostle found him useful in God’s service (1:11–14).

DISCUSSION:
 1. Share one area in your life where God has obviously been at work transforming you. 

Phil 1:9-11  I prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It is as none other than Paul—an old man and now also a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus— 10 that I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became my son while I was in chains. 
11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me. NIV

Paul is referencing Onesimus as a spiritual son in the same way he referenced Timothy and Titus. He’s appeal-
ing to Philemon to send him back to him now that Onesimus has repented for his wrong to Philemon. In Christ 
we all become family!

Gal 3:26-29  So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into 
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there 
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and 
heirs according to the promise. NIV

DISCUSSION:
 2. Describe a relationship you have with somebody who is family to you though they are not a mem-
ber of your family. 

Becoming family is a fundamental goal of the Gospel.

DISCUSSION:
 3. What are some specific things that cause us to refuse to allow people into our lives?
 4. What are the obvious ingredients to meaningful relationships with friends? 

Last week we talked about how hospitality is welcoming people into your life and at times your home, treating 
them in a gracious way, having a meal with them inviting another level of friendship. Our city will be transformed 
by Christian hospitality more effectively than by preaching sermons. Sermons are to be preached so Christians 
can be empowered to live out the love of Jesus.

DISCUSSION:
 5. Share one thing you can do this next week to more effectively extend hospitality to someone in 
your life.


